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The first international theoretical and practical conference 
History of Trade in Belarus (since ancient times till the end of the XX Century):  

Problems and prospects of research studies  
 

Minsk, 14-16 November 2013 
 

FINAL MATERIALS 

 

Information about the conference. 

The first scientific conference on the subject of the History of Trade in Belarus (since 
ancient times till the end of the XX Century): Problems and prospects of research studies 
had been conducted on 14-16 November 2013 in Minsk; and it was the beginning of a 
unique large-scale long-term research project on the history of retail trade in Belarus.  

The organizer and sponsor of the conference and the project is Menka Group headed by its 
CEO Larisa Lazarevich. 

98 scientists expressed their wish to participate in the conference. The Organizing 
Committee had to hold a thorough analysis to select the most interesting and relevant topics 
of the conference reports. Among the scientists who were invited to take part in the scientific 
forum, thirty-seven ones were able to come from Belarus, Germany, Israel, Russia and 
Ukraine. On the last day of the conference ten archeologists from Minsk joined them. 

Representatives from the authorities, diplomatic missions, large research and higher 
educational institutions of Belarus, state museums, archives, libraries and a number of 
commercial establishments and public organizations were invited as honorable guests. 

The Plenary Session began by presentation of the Deputy Minister of Trade of the Republic 
of Belarus, Irina Narkevich, who read the address of the Minister of Trade, Valentine 
Chekanov, which greeted the participants of the conference. The CEO of Menka Group, 
Larisa Lazarevich, a Professor of Architecture, an Honored Architect of Belarus, Valmen 
Aladov and Vladimir Nerozia, a practical expert with 30-year experience in trade addressed 
with greeting words as well. 

During the Plenary Session there were reports presented by Mikhail Briantsev (Russia), 
Peter Gud (Minsk), Eugeni Ivanov and Yulia Petrushevskaya (Mogilev), Emmanuel Ioffe 
(Minsk), Dmitry Karev (Grodno), Andrey Kishtymov (Minsk), Vladimir Liakhovskiy (Minsk), 
Bernd Hallier (Germany), Zakhar Shybeko (Israel - Belarus) and Nikolai Sheleg (Minsk). 

All reporters and guests of the conference noted the importance, topicality and uniqueness 
of the scientific project on the study of history of retail trade in Belarus: for the first time a 
private business was the initiator of such event, and its practical, and its practical nature 
combines with academic requirements for the planned study. 

The work of the conference was divided in three sections: “Conditions for the development 
of trade and trade relations until the ХХ Century” (moderated by Yury Gruzitskiy), “Trade in 
local and anthropological dimension until the ХХ Century” (moderated by Andrey 
Kishtymov), “Commerce in Belarus in the XX Century” (moderated by Vladimir Liakhovskiy). 
In addition a round table was organized on the subject of  the Place and Role of Archeology 
In The Study Of The History Of Trade (moderated by Sergei Tarasov). 
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The conference brought together historians, archeologists, anthropologists, economists and 
legal scholars. To a certain extent they were able to show what factors affected the 
development of trade in Belarus, what kind of organizational forms it had in the past, what 
separate shopping centers and traders themselves looked like, as well as how features of 
trade differed during the Soviet era. The archeologists focused on how trade of simple 
products and things evolutioned to commerce. They debated about the origins of 
commercial activity of ancestors. 

The forum of specialists in the field of trade ended by the meeting where the results of work 
were summed up. Larisa Lazarevich stated her own conceptual vision of the prospects for 
further study of the history of trade in Belarus, she marked her position in the matter of 
practical application of the results of historical research in modern business and thanked the 
participants of the conference for fruitful work. According to Larisa Lazarevich, the 
conference was a major event not only in the life of Menka company, but also in the social 
life of the whole country.  Then comments and suggestions of the scientists were heard. 

 

The main Conference outcomes 

The conference helped to reveal the level of knowledge of the history of trade in Belarus, to 
outline the range of scientists interested in the study, to understand importance of certain 
matters in the research of trade and to determine future plans. 

1. The participants of the Conference demonstrated topical multiplicity of the issue and its 
most unexpected nuances. In the territorial aspect local trade (individual cities and regions) 
appeared to be most studied; in chronological terms, trade in Russian Empire was studied 
the most; and topically, commercial links were studied the most. However, it was been 
witnessed that Belarusian trade had been poorly studied in the past especially during Soviet 
period. 

2. The topic of the conference aroused a great interest among researchers. It was attractive 
and vital. According to the applications submitted to participate in the conference, we found 
about a hundred of scientists who made certain academic achievements in the study of the 
history of trade in Belarus and who wish to study it in the future. That testifies about the 
presence of intellectual potential. However it has revealed almost complete absence of 
researchers specialized in Belarusian history of trade, and lack of training system in the field 
of the history of economics. 

3. In the course of scientific debates an attention was drawn to the importance of studying 
such issues as trade genesis, formation of consumption market and the human factor in 
commercial activity. 

4. Successful organization of the conference by Menka company and attention of the 
Ministry of trade to the event testifies about interest of private businesses as well as the 
state in the use of historical experience of our ancestors’ commercial activities for 
successful development of trade at the present stage. 

5. Experts in the field of history of economics had a unique chance to get support from 
sponsors and interested government institutions. Prospects of long-term cooperation 
between historians and businessmen in ward of the state have been laid down. In this 
regard, the history can become a commodity, not only for the travel industry, but also for 
trade and other economic sector institutions. 
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Recommendations for further work taken at the conference 

In e view of the results of the conference and suggestions and plans of the investor, we can 
aim the following plans, wishes and recommendations: 

1. Make materials of the conference in paper and online versions. 

2. Hold a scientific conference on the history of trade of Belarus once every two years. 

3. Start writing a monograph titled “The history of retail trade in Belarus” and finish the work 
in approximately two years. 

4. Take part in the anniversary celebrations of the Ministry of Trade of the Republic of 
Belarus, which celebrates its 90th anniversary in 2014. 

5. Hold a scientific workshop (a seminar) in late 2014 on topic “The Sources for the study of 
the history of retail trade in Belarus”. 

6. Set up conditions to unite researchers of the history of trade in Belarus under Menka 
Group, and in the future, like as in other countries, to create an association of history of 
trade researchers. That will allow us to restore the Belarusian research school of the history 
of economics and reach the level of international cooperation. 

7. Provide in the future the creation of scientific and practical journal devoted to the past and 
present trade of Belarus. 

8. Create a museum exhibition devoted to the history of retail trade in Belarus under Menka 
Group; together with the Ministry of Culture, Belarusian National History and Culture 
Museum and Belarusian State Archives of Films, Photographs and Sound Recordings take 
part in organizing a public exhibition of the same content. 

9. Initiate a petition of relevant ministries addressed to the headquarters of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Belarus for inclusion the history of economics in the list of the HAC 
(Higher Attestation Commission) areas of specialty to defend theses or dissertations for 
academic degrees. That is due to the need of attracting young professionals to the study of 
the history of retail trade in Belarus. 

10. Ask leaderships of universities to encourage students and postgraduates to study the 
history of retail trade in Belarus. Recommend and ask the scholars to appeal to more 
intensive studies of retail trade in Belarus with special attention paid to the bibliography of 
the topic, its source materials, to development of commerce during Soviet period, history of 
individual branches of trade, presence of national features in the trade and development of 
new methods for the study. 

11. Recommend and explain employees related to trading activity in Belarus the importance 
of using historical experience of their predecessors in order to enhance the image and 
efficiency of their institutions; show the opportunities for such use. 

12. Spread the information about the conference outcomes and implementation of the plans 
in the media. 


